
José U. Esparza serves as Executive Vice President of Finance and Chief Financial Officer for 
AltaMed, overseeing close to 100 professionals in departments ranging from Finance and 
Accounting to Government and Risk Management. Both directly and indirectly, he touches 
nearly every single financial transaction spanning from revenue and accounts receivable to 
payables, claims and all expenses in addition to AltaMed’s portfolio of investments.

In 1994, Mr. Esparza joined AltaMed, where he has been essential to the system’s success – both 
by negotiating reimbursement for its major programs and by ensuring day-to-day operational 
resources are well utilized for the delivery of services.  He has maintained a robust fiscal outlook 
for large scale projects, such as the recent opening of new community health centers in Westlake 
and the City of Commerce.

Mr. Esparza plays a strategic role by helping determine corporate direction and leading the 
implementation of key business plans and initiatives. Thanks to Mr. Esparza’s oversight, one of 
AltaMed’s biggest successes has been the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE). 
Over the years, the organization took well-planned steps to enhance the program, adding 
even more health care and social services that improve the health of its participants, thereby 
preventing the need for institutionalization. PACE has since become the most robust program 
of its kind in Southern California.

Previously, Mr. Esparza held positions in public accounting, where he managed independent 
audits and issued certified financial statements for both for-profit and nonprofit organizations. 
Early in his career, Mr. Esparza worked as a controller at Northeast Valley Health Corporation, one 
of Los Angeles’ largest Federally Qualified Health Centers. Here he found a sense of professional 
satisfaction that had been missing from his work in other industries, and he came to personally 
embrace the mission of eliminating health care disparities. As a Southern California resident 
who spent the last three decades living in Los Angeles, he has a true affinity for how diverse 
cultures enrich local communities.

Education
MBA, University of Phoenix
B.A. Accounting, California State University, Los Angeles
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